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An Bord Pleanála 

 
 
 
Application Form for Permission/Approval in respect of a Strategic Infrastructure Development 
 
 
1.  Please specify the statutory provision under which your   application is being made: 
 

Section 37E of the Planning and Development Act 2000 (No. 30 of 2000) as amended 
by section 3 of the Planning and Development (Strategic Infrastructure) Act 2006 (No. 
27 of 2006). The Seventh Schedule of the Planning and Development (Strategic 
Infrastructure) Act 2006. 

 
 
 
 
2. Applicant:  
 
 

Name of Applicant: College Proteins 
 
Address:  
College Proteins 
College Road 
Nobber 
Co. Meath 
 
 
Telephone No: (046) 9052466 
 
Email Address (if any): info@collegeproteins.ie 
 
Fax Number (if any): 046 9052062 
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3.   Where Applicant is a company (registered under the companies Acts, 1963 to 1999):  
 
Name(s) of company director(s): Mr John Gilroy, Mr Martin Gilroy 

 

Registered Address (of company)  
 
College Proteins 
College Road 
Nobber 
Co. Meath 
 
 

Company Registration No. 136971 

Telephone No. (046) 9096000 

Email Address (if any) info@collegeproteins.ie 

Fax Number (if any): 046 9052062 

 
 
4. Person / Agent acting on behalf of the Applicant (if any):  
 
Name: Mr Gavin Lawlor, Tom Phillips and Associates, Town Planning Consultants 

Address: The Chancery, 3‐10 Chancery Lane, Dublin 8 
 
 
Telephone No. 01 478 6055 

Mobile No. (if any) 087 798 8555 

Email address (if any) gavin@tpa.ie 

Fax No. (if any) 01 478 6054 
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Should all correspondence be sent to the above address? (please tick appropriate box)  
(please note that if the answer is “No”, all correspondence will be sent to the Applicant’s 
address)  
 
Yes:  [   √  ]    No:[    ] 
 
  
Contact Name and Contact Details (Phone number) 
for arranging entry on site if required/appropriate: 
 
Mr John Gilroy, (046) 9096000 
 
 
 
 
5. Person responsible for preparation of Drawings and Plans:  
 
Name: Mr Alan Manthe 
 
Firm/Company: Molony and Millar Consulting Engineers 
 
Address:  
 
Riverbank House 
Ballyboden Road 
Rathfarnham  
Dublin 14 
 
Telephone No: 01 493 0211 
 
Mobile No: 087 906 2996 
 
Email Address (if any): amanthe@molonymillar.ie 
 
Fax No (if any): 01 493 0215 
 
Details all plans/drawings submitted – title of drawings/plans, scale and no. of copies 
submitted.  
 
There are 5 no. hard sets of drawings submitted with the application (see Appendix A for 
schedule). 
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6. Site: 
 
Site Address/Location of the 
Proposed Development (as may 
best identify the land or 
structure in question) 
 
 

The proposed development site is located adjacent to the 
existing meat rendering plant on the College Proteins site 
(located in the townlands of College and Rathgillen) at 
College Road in Nobber, County Meath. The application site 
extends to approximately 19.25 hectares. 
 

Ordnance Survey Map Ref No 
(and the Grid Reference where 
applicable) 

OS Map Plot Ref. No. 375382_1_1 
N (289 000) E (282 000), approximately 
 
 
 

Area of site to which the application relates in hectares  
 

               19.25ha
 

Site zoning in current Development Plan for the area: 
 
Unzoned land 
 
 
Existing use of the site & proposed use of the site: 
 
Existing use: Industrial (meat rendering facility) 
Proposed use: Power generation (Biomass CHP plant) 
 
 
Name of the Planning Authority(s) in whose functional area the site is situated: 
 
Meath County Council 
 
 
 
 
7. Legal Interest of Applicant in respect of the site the subject of the application  
 
Please tick appropriate box to show 
applicant’s legal interest in the land or 
structure:  

Owner  
√ 
 

Occupier 
 

Other 
√ 
 

 

Where legal interest is “Other”, please expand further on your interest in the land or structure.  
 
A small part of the application site is located on the public road (a letter of consent from Meath 
County Council is provided in respect of this area – see Appendix B). 
 
If you are not the legal owner, please state the name and address of the owner and supply a 
letter from the owner of consent to make the application as listed in the accompanying 
documentation. 
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Does the applicant own or have a beneficial interest in adjoining, abutting or adjacent lands. If 
so, identify the lands and state the interest. 
 
Yes, see Site Location Plan Dwg No. 898‐5 A01. Lands identified in blue are in the ownership of 
the Applicant. 

 
8. Site History 
 
 
Details regarding site history (if known):  
 
Has the site in question ever, to your knowledge, been flooded?  
 
Yes:    [   ]     No: [√   ]  
 
If yes, please give details e.g. year, extent:  
 
Are you aware of previous uses of the site e.g. dumping or quarrying?  
 
Yes:     [    ]    No:[  √   ]  
 
If yes, please give details:  
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Are you aware of any valid planning applications previously made in respect of this land / 
structure?  
 
Yes:  [  √  ]     No: [    ] 
  
If yes, please state planning register reference number(s) of same if known and details of 
applications 
 
  
Reg.Ref.No: 

 
Nature of Proposed Development 

 
Nature of Final Decision of 

Application Grant of Refusal by 
Planning Authority/An Bord 

Pleanála 

 
P88/402 

 
The construction of a meat and bone 
meal production facility. 

 
Grant of permission by Meath 
County Council 
 
 

P89/870 
 
 

The retention of plant rooms and 
altered position of offices and ancillary 
services at the site. 
 

Grant of permission by Meath 
County Council 
 
 

 
P97/269 
 

 
The retention and completion of factory 
facilities; erection of a new extension to 
factory; increase throughput of raw 
materials to 75,000 tonnes and the 
retention of 18 hectares for 
landspreading. 
 

 
Grant of permission by Meath 
County Council 

01/1363 
 
 

The increase in capacity of the meat 
rendering plant up to 125,000 tonnes 
per annum, construction of four silos 
and retention of works. 
 

Grant of permission by An Bord 
Pleanála 

KA/20256    The provision of a new Class 1 and Class 
2 processing line.   
 

Grant of permission by An Bord 
Pleanála 

KA/70425 The retention of 4 no. existing structures 
on site. These structures are all single‐
storey and are used in connection with 
the on‐going meat rendering operation. 

Grant of permission by Meath 
County Council 
 
 
 
 

An Bord 
Pleanála Reg. 
Ref. 
17.PA0005 

Biomass Combined Heat And Power 
(CHP) Plant and an associated Ash 
Landfill at College Road, Nobber, Co. 
Meath 

Application Withdrawn 
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If a valid planning application has been made in respect of this land or structure in the 6 months 
prior to the submission of this application, then any required site notice must be on a yellow 
background in accordance with Article 19(4) of the Planning and Development regulations 2001 
as amended.  

Is the site of the proposal subject to a current appeal to An Bord Pleanála in respect of a 
similar development? 
Yes:  [   ]  No:[ √  ] 
 
If yes please specify  
 
An Bord Pleanala Reference No.: ___________________________ 

 
 
9. Description of the Proposed Development 
 
Brief description of 
nature and extent of 
development 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The proposed development consists of the construction of a biomass 
Combined Heat and Power (CHP) plant and associated ash landfill 
facility adjacent to the existing meat rendering plant on the College 
Proteins site (located in the townlands of College and Rathgillen) at 
College Road in Nobber, County Meath. The application site extends 
to approximately 19.25 hectares. The biomass CHP plant, when 
operating at full capacity will be capable of processing 105,000 
tonnes of biomass per year.  The proposed plant has been designed 
to process a maximum of 52,500 tonnes per annum of Meat and 
Bone Meal (MBM) and 52,500 tonnes per annum of waste organic 
liquids (derived from the agriculture, food and drink industries). The 
plant will generate some 8 MW of electricity and will provide a net 
export of 6 MW for use outside the plant.  
 
The CHP plant will be housed in a single building (3,130 sq m) 
designed with concrete and steel structural framework and covered 
in metal profiled cladding.  This building will house an unloading bay 
and fuel reception area, a Fluidised Bed Combustion (FBC) system, a 
boiler system, a turbine/alternator set, a fabric filter system, a service 
building, and an office building.  There will be an induced draught (ID) 
fan and a flue stack for emissions to atmosphere (approximately 40m 
in height) located outside.  The proposed development also provides 
for 2 no. pipe connections between the existing rendering facility and 
the CHP plant. 
 
The new plant facility will be located to the rear (south‐west) of the 
existing industrial plant buildings on‐site.  The proposed process 
building will be approximately 96m in length, 36m in width with a 
ridge height of 18.4m.  A separate, metal‐profiled clad enclosure (490 
sq m) will house an air cooled condenser immediately adjacent to the 
main process building.  The condenser structure will be 35m in length, 
14m in width and 15.2m in height.   
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The proposed ash landfill will be located in the south‐western part of 
the application site and will be connected to the proposed process 
buildings by an internal access road measuring approximately 100m 
in length.  The landfill will cater for non‐hazardous bed ash generated 
in the combustion process.  It will also comprise the following 
elements: 
 
Construction of a total of 7 no. engineered dry storage ash cells, with 
a total cumulative capacity of 219,398m3.  These cells will be 
constructed and filled one at a time; a landfill run‐off water lagoon; a 
temporary soil deposition area, a separate weigh bridge and control 
office (57 sq m); and a dedicated wheel wash. 

 
The proposed development also includes the provision of 
modifications to the existing surface and foul drainage, and water‐
supply system; landscaping (including provision for a landscape 
restoration plan in respect of the landfill area); the demolition of an 
industrial building to the rear of existing plant buildings; and all other 
necessary site development, drainage and excavation works above 
and below ground.   
 

 
 

   10.  In the case of mixed development (e.g. residential, commercial, industrial, etc), please provide 
breakdown of the different classes of development and a breakdown of the gross floor area 
of each class of development.  

 
Class of Development:  Gross Floor Area in m²  
Industrial (Main process building) 3,130 sq m 

Industrial (Condenser structure) 490 sq m 

Industrial (Landfill control office) 57 sq m 

 

 
11.  Where the application relates to a building or buildings: 
 
Gross floor space of any existing buildings(s) in m2 3, 100 sq m (existing rendering 

plant facility) 
Gross floor space of proposed works in m2 
 

3,677 sq m 

Gross floor space of work to be retained in m2 (if 
appropriate) 

N/A 

Gross floor space of any demolition in m2 (if appropriate) 241 sq m 
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12.  In the case of residential development please provide breakdown of 
       residential mix. (N/A) 
 
Number  
of  

Studio  1 Bed  2 Bed  3 Bed  4 
Bed  

4 + Bed      Total  

Houses  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Apartments  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Number of car‐parking 
spaces to be provided  

Existing: Proposed:  Total:  

 
 
13. Social and Affordable Housing.  
 

Please tick appropriate box:  Yes  No  
Is the application an application for permission for  
development to which Part V of the Planning and 
Development Act 2000 applies? 

 
 
 
 
 

 
√ 
 
 
 

If the answer to the above question is “yes” and the development is not exempt (see below), 
you must specify, as part of your application, the manner in which you propose too comply 
with section 96 of Part V of the Act.  
If the answer to the above question is “yes” but you consider the development to be exempt 
by virtue of section 97 of the Planning and Development Act 20008 , a copy of the Certificate of 
Exemption under section 97 must be submitted (or, where an application for a certificate of 
exemption has been made but has not yet been decided, a copy of the application should be 
submitted).  
If the answer to the above question is “no” by virtue of section 96 (13) of the Planning and 
Development Act 20009 , details indicating the basis on which section 96 (13) is considered to 
apply to the development should be submitted.  
 

 
14. Where the application refers to a material change of use of any land  
 or structure or the retention of such a material change of use:  
 
Existing use (or previous use where retention permission is sought)  
 
  

Proposed use (or use it is proposed to retain)  

Nature and extent of any such proposed use (or use it is proposed to retain).  
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15.  Development Details  
 
Please tick appropriate box:  If answer is yes please give 

details 
YES NO           

Does the proposed development involve the demolition of a Protected 
Structure(s), in whole or in part? 
 

 √ 

Does the proposed development consist of work to a protected 
structure and/or its curtilage or proposed protected structure and/or 
its curtilage? 
 

 √ 

Does the proposed development consist of work to the  
exterior of a structure which is located within an 
architectural  conservation area (ACA)? 
 

 √ 

Does the application relate to development which affects  
or is close to a monument or place recorded under section  
12 of the National Monuments (Amendment) Act, 1994. 

√  

Does the application relate to work within or close to a 
European Site (under S.I. No. 94 of 1997) or a Natural 
Heritage Area? 
 

 √ 

Does the proposed development require the preparation of an 
Environmental Impact Statement? 

√  

Do you consider that the proposed development is likely to have 
significant effects on the environment in a transboundary state? 

 √ 

Does the application relate to a development which comprises or is for 
the purpose of an activity requiring an integrated pollution prevention 
and control license 

 √ 

Does the application relate to a development which comprises or is for 
the purpose of an activity requiring a waste license?  
 

√  

Do the Major Accident Regulations apply to the proposed 
development? 

 √ 

Does the application relate to a development in a Strategic 
Development Zone? 

 √ 

Does the proposed development involve the demolition of any 
habitable house? 

 √ 
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16.   Services 
 

 
17. Notices 
 
Details of public newspaper notice – paper(s) and date of publication 
 

• (National) Newspaper Notice, as published in The Irish Independent on 8th May 
2009; 

• (Local) Newspaper Notice, as published in the Meath Chronicle on 6th May 2009; 
 
Copy of page(s) of relevant newspaper enclosed Yes: [√ ]   No:[  ] 
 
Details of site notice, if any, ‐ location and date of erection 
 
There are 2 no. site notices erected at the site, at the main existing entrance and at a point 
approximately 100m south of this, See Site Location Plan Dwg No. 898‐5 A01. 
 
Copy of site notice enclosed Yes: [√ ]  No:[  ] 
 
Details of other forms of public notification, if appropriate e.g. website 
 
www.collegeproteinsbiomassheatandpowerplant.com
 

Proposed Source of Water Supply  
Existing connection:  [ √   ]  New Connection: [    ] 
 
Public Mains:  [    ] Group Water Scheme: [    ]  Private Well:[  √  ] 
 
Other (please specify):  
____________________________________________________ 
 
Name of Group Water Scheme (where applicable):  
______________________________________________________ 
 
Proposed Wastewater Management / Treatment:  
 
Existing:  [√   ] New:[  ]  
Public Sewer:  [  ] Conventional septic tank system: [  ] 
Other on site treatment system: [ √  ] Please Specify:  
Proprietary treatment system (see Dwg 898‐5 C07) 

Proposed Surface Water Disposal::  
Public Sewer / Drain:[   ]  Soakpit:[ ] 
 
Watercourse: [ √   ] Other: [   ] Please specify:  
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18. Pre‐application Consultation:  
 
Date(s) of statutory pre‐application consultations  with An Bord Pleanála 
15th January 2009 and 10th February 2009, respectively. 

Schedule of any other pre application consultations –name of person/body and date of 
consultation to be provided as appropriate and also details of any general public consultations  
i.e. methods, dates, venues etc. This can be submitted as a separate schedule with the 
application form.  
 
Yes:  [√  ]  No:[    ] 
 
Attached as Appendix C 
 
Schedule of prescribed bodies to whom notification of the making of the application has been 
sent and a sample copy of such notification. 
 
Yes:  [ √ ]  No:[    ] Attached as Appendix D 
 

19. Application Fee.  
 
Fee Payable €100,000 
 
 
I hereby declare that, to the best of my knowledge and belief, the information given in this 
form is correct and accurate and that the application documents being deposited at the 
planning authority offices, and any other location specified by the Board in pre application 
consultations, including a website (if any) will be identical to the application documents being 
deposited with the Board. 
 
Signed  
(Applicant or Agent as appropriate) 
  

 
Date: 8th May 2009 
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Appendix A Schedule of Drawings 
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Appendix B Letter of Consent from Meath County Council 
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Appendix C Details of Other Pre Application Consultations   
 
Consultation with Statutory Bodies 

 
The Applicant engaged in extensive consultation with a range of public bodies prior to 
lodgement of both the current application and the previous application (ABP Ref. No. 
17.PA0005, subsequently withdrawn) for a biomass CHP Plant on the subject site. 

 
Previous Application (ABP Ref. No. 17.PA0005, subsequently withdrawn) 
 
Prior to lodgement of the previous application, the Applicant engaged in extensive 
consultation with a number of public bodies including the following: 
 

• The Department of Agriculture, Forestry and Food (DAFF); 
• The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA); 
• The Health Service Executive (HSE); 
• An Bord Pleanála; 
• Meath County Council. 

 
Current Application 
 
Prior to lodgement of the current application, the Applicant contacted a number of 
additional statutory bodies (see Table 6.1).  The table sets out the responses received 
and details the consultation meetings which took place. 
 

 
Public Consultation 
 

Prior to lodgement of both the previous application (ABP Ref. No. 17.PA0005, 
subsequently withdrawn) and the current application for a biomass CHP Plant on the 
subject site, it was decided to engage with the local community in public consultation.  
The purpose of this exercise was to provide local residents and interested parties with 
as much information on the proposed development as possible.  In addition, there were 
a number of expert consultants present to answer questions from parties who visited 
the venue.  This process of one‐to‐one consultation was considered to be more effective 
and allowed meaningful conversations to be conducted on an informal basis. 
 
Previous Application 
 
Prior to lodgement of the previous application, a three‐day public consultation was held.  
The consultation was held in the Village Hall in Nobber during the period 12th – 14th 
March 2008 inclusive, generally during the hours of 2pm to 7pm each day.   

 
Current Application 
 
Prior to lodgement of the current application for a biomass CHP Plant on the subject 
site, one‐day public consultations were held in both Nobber, Co. Meath and Kingscourt, 
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Co. Cavan, to update local residents on the proposed development and the changes 
from the previous application.  The consultation was held during the hours of 2pm to 
7pm, in the Village Hall in Nobber on the 19th March 2009, and in Cabra Castle in 
Kingscourt on the 20th March 2009.   
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Consultation with Statutory Bodies 
Name of Body Address Meeting Meeting date Comments
Department of the Environment, 
Heritage and Local Government 

Development Applications Unit, The 
Custom House, Dublin 1 

No  See letter in Appendix 6C of EIS.

Department of Communications, Energy 
and Natural Resources 

29‐31 Adelaide Road, Dublin 2 No  

Department of Agriculture, Forestry and 
Food 

Agriculture House, Kildare St. Dublin 2 Yes 20/02/08 See Appendix 6A of EIS for minutes.

Meath County Council Planning Department, Abbey Mall, Abbey 
Road, Navan 

Yes 20/04/07
13/03/09 

National Roads Authority St. Martin’s House, Waterloo Road, 
Dublin 4 

No  See letter in Appendix 6C of EIS.

Mid East Regional Planning Authority St. Manntan’s House, Kilmantin Hill, 
Wicklow 

No  

Eastern Regional Fisheries Board 15a Main Street, Blackrock, Co. Dublin Yes 10/02/09 See Appendix 6B of EIS for minutes.
Environmental Protection Agency McCummiskey House, Richview, 

Clonskeagh, Dublin 
No 22/02/08 See Appendix 6A of EIS for minutes.

Health Service Executive Office of HSE, 2nd Floor, Community 
Health Building, Navan Hospital, Navan 

No 07/03/08 See Appendix 6A of EIS for minutes.

Commission for Energy Regulation The Exchange, Belgard Square North, 
Tallaght, Dublin 24 

No  

An Chomhairle Ealaion 70 Merrion Square, Dublin 2 No  
Failte Ireland Baggot Street Bridge, Dublin 2 No  
An Taisce Tailor’s Hall, Dublin 8 No  See letter in Appendix 6C of EIS.
The Heritage Council Áras na hOidhreachta, Church Lane, 

Kilkenny 
No  

Health and Safety Authority The Metropolitan Building, James Joyce 
Street, Dublin 1 

No  

Louth County Council County Hall, Millennium Centre, Dundalk, 
Co. Louth 

Yes 13/02/09 See Appendix 6B of EIS for minutes.

Cavan County Council Planning Office, The Farnham Centre, 
Farnham Street, Cavan 

Yes 05/03/09 See Appendix 6B of EIS for minutes.

Monaghan County Council Council Offices, The Glen, Monaghan Yes 17/02/09 See Appendix 6B of EIS for minutes.
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Appendix D Schedule of prescribed bodies to whom notification of the making of the 
application has been sent and a sample copy of such notification. 
 
 
Meath County Council Planning Department 
Abbey Mall 
Abbey Road 
Navan 
 
 
Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government 
Development Applications Unit 
The Custom House 
Dublin 1 
 
 
Department for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources 
29 ‐ 31 Adelaide Road 
Dublin 2 
 
 
National Roads Authority 
The National Roads Authority 
St. Martin's House 
Waterloo Road 
Dublin 4 
 
 
Mid‐East Regional Authority 
County Buildings 
Station Road 
Wicklow 
 
 
Eastern Regional Fisheries Board 
15a Main Street 
Blackrock 
Co. Dublin 
 
 
Environmental Protection Agency 
Environmental Research and Assessment 
EPA Headquarters 
PO Box 3000 
Johnstown Castle Estate 
Co. Wexford 
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Health Service Executive 
Principal Health Officer 
Office of HSE 
2nd Floor 
Community Health Building 
Navan Hospital 
Navan 
Co. Meath 
 
 
Commission for Energy Regulation 
The Exchange 
Belgard Square North 
Tallaght 
Dublin 24 
 
 
The Arts Council 
Arts Director 
The Arts Council 
70 Merrion Square 
Dublin 2 
 
 
Fáilte Ireland 
Fáilte Ireland 
Baggot Street Bridge 
Dublin 2 
 
 
An Taisce 
Tailor's Hall 
Dublin 8 
 
 
Heritage Council 
The Heritage Council 
Áras na hOidhreachta 
Church Lane 
Kilkenny 
 
 
Health and Safety Authority 
Metropolitan Building 
James Joyce Street 
Dublin 1 
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Louth County Council 
Planning Department 
Louth County Council 
Millenium Centre, Dundalk 
Co. Louth 
 
 
Cavan County Council 
Planning Department 
Cavan County Council 
Courthouse 
Farnham Street 
Cavan 
Co. Cavan 
 
 
Monaghan County Council 
Planning Department 
Monaghan County Council 
Council Offices 
The Glen 
Monaghan 
Co. Monaghan 
 
 
Westmeath County Council 
Planning Department 
Westmeath County Council 
Mullingar Area Office 
County Buildings 
Mullingar 
Co. Westmeath 
 
 
Kildare County Council 
Planning Department 
Kildare County Council 
Áras Chill Dara 
Devoy Park 
Naas 
Co. Kildare 
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Fingal County Council 
Planning Department 
Fingal County Council 
County Hall, Swords 
Fingal 
Co. Dublin 
 
 
Offaly County Council 
Planning Department 
Offaly County Council Headquarters 
Áras an Chontae 
Charleville Road 
Tullamore 
Co. Offaly 
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Sample Letter to a Prescribed Body 
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General Guidance Note: 
 
The range and format of material required to be compiled/submitted with any application in 
respect of a proposed strategic infrastructure development shall generally accord with the 
requirements for a planning application as set out in the Planning and Development Regulations, 
2001 to 2006 and those Regulations should therefore be consulted prior to submission of any 
application. 




